Ambulatory electrocardiography evaluation of the post-coronary artery bypass graft and post-percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty patient. Diagnostic and prognostic value.
Investigations carried out in recent years have shown that patients with coronary heart disease display partial to considerable extent transient ST-segment changes that can be determined with ambulatory ECG. An interesting question is how often transient ST-segment changes are present in patients in whom the indication for an aortocoronary bypass operation or percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) has already been determined. In the patients who are waiting for a bypass operation or PTCA, the proof of myocardial ischemia has been determined, and which subgroups of patients display ST changes in the ambulatory ECG must be tested. It is interesting to ask what happens to such transient ischemic episodes as a result of surgical or catheter intervention, how often such episodes are present even after these interventions, and whether the latter has a clinical significance in view of the success of the intervention (graft patency in coronary artery bypass graft patients or reocclusion in PTCA patients). Furthermore, it is to be tested whether transient ST-segment changes take on a prognostic significance in the long-term follow-up after bypass operation or PTCA.